
March 18, 2010 Commodore: Stephen Hill 

you pull up to the club and park you car next to all the rest, everyone is here and youôve been looking forward to 

this all week. You feel great walking to the front of the club to see all your buddies sitting at a tired old bench 

looking out to the lake. Not a word is spoken as you follow their gaze out to the dead calm of Lake Wabamun. 

Not a single breath of wind stirs the waters. You heave a tremendous sigh as you open you cooler to grab a pop, 

then your buddies slide over giving you a spot to set your backside upon. Someone mentions how great the wind 

was in the city and everyone starts to laugh... 

 

I get my subscription of Sail Magazine monthly and the excitement is building. When I talk with fellow mem-

bers the conversations are getting more animated. Iôm sure all the founding members felt the same at one time or 

another about making the trip out to the club. 

 

Weôll see you on the waves, 

 

Stephen Hill 

Commodore 

For fifty years members of the Wabamun 

Sailing Club have been wakening on Satur-

day mornings looking out their bedroom win-

dows to see how windy it was. ñOh itôs going 

to be a great day for sailing.ò Then they 

would be off to the kitchen to start a pot of 

coffee and fry up some bacon and eggs. If 

they had the Internet back then they may 

have looked at the forecast and peeked at the 

radar screen. Donôt forget to pack up a cooler 

with lunch and a few Pops, grab your hat then 

load the car. You canôt be late for the start 

because the competition is pretty stiff this 

year. You look up at the trees and you swear 

that the wind is picking up. ñOh itôs going to 

be a great day for sailing.ò You jump in the 

car and youôre off. 

 

As you pass Stony Plain you remember that 

you forgot the sunscreen again. ñGosh darn it, 

but look at that wind!ò Fifteen minutes later 

Commodoreôs Message 



This is the actual application to the Alberta government which formally created the 

Club.  Notice the March 18th date!  



The 1998 Al-

berta Junior 

team.  WSC 

had a number 

of national 

junior champi-

ons at that 

time including 

Erin Smith, 

John Russell, 

Jonathan 

Driver and 

Rob Woods. 

Dan Sorochan and Al 

Davidson at the 2008 

Commodore's Sailpast 

and reception. 

50 Year  Anniversary Plans  

Over the winter I spent a considerable amount of time meeting long time members of our 
Club to gather information, stories, and photos about the fifty year history.  This effort has 
been with the assistance of Jean Harris, Bonnie and Dick Steiner, Keith Driver, and Ross 
and Muriel Cheriton. 

Our plan is to print a fun and informative full colour fifty year history book which will be pro-
vided to all members this summer.  We should have it ready for the Commodoreôs Sailpast 
reception.  Besides the usual Sailpast activities we will have an evening party as well.  So 
mark it on your calendar as a once in 50 years, must attend event!  

Bob Rose 
Rear Commodore 



1973  Club racing 

The first National event held at WSC.  The 1979 Fireball Nationals with 53 boats. 



Here is a great photo taken on the lake in 
the mid fifties before the Club formed.  I 

believe it was taken by a member of 
RCNSA ( Royal Canadian Naval Squadron 
Auxiliary) , the predecessor organization to 

WSC. 

Here is the Club prop-

erty in the late 1960s.  

Notice the original first 

boathouse and we used 

the property all the way 

west to the County 

road.  There was no 

County park. 

In the 1960s race management was 

done by sailors' wives.  They did 

all the work from shore.  This 

photo shows Barbara Hicklin and 

Muriel Cheriton. Too bad Jean 

Harper wasn't in the photo as she 

did a lot of race scoring too. 



The wonderful bench at the front of the clubhouse.  It's the social centre of the Club!  Photo taken by 

Keith Driver in 1999.  Marilyn, I'm sure you can tell us who everyone is in the photo. 
Yes I can.  They are Kate Russel, Marilyn Tich, Jean Harris, Margot Henderson, Kathy Forbes, Sue Driver. 

More wood at the Hadley's firepit! 



A wonderful photo taken in a sailpast.  Sailors include John and Lisa Henderson and Andrea Diamond. 

A typical dance  at Wabamun.  There are three generations of members taking part! 


