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July 10, 2009 Commodore: Bob Rose 
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Well, we are getting into the thick of things, racing 
wise. For those of you who were unable to attend 
this week’s festivities I would like to bring to your 
attention some of the race results to date. 

In addition to our overall Sat/Sun series, a monthly 
‘award’ recognizes best performance for the month 
and is given out for the months of May-Sept. 
Congrats to yours truly and Russel Krause (505) for 
May and Neil Dickey for June (Laser). Our Solstice 
Regatta was well attended and cudos go to our Com-
modore Bob Rose and his wife Hilary for a first pla-
ce finish ( Fireball). 

Ancient Mariner’s Regatta and the Anniversary Cup 
were held this weekend and marks a special occaision with the renaming of the Ancient Mariner’s regatta in recognition 
of a long standing club member who has epitomized the spirit of sailing at the Wabamun Sailing Club. Dick Harper has 
been a member of the club since 1967 and I can still recall his sailing prowess in his Unicorn in many a race. He was one 
of those sailors I used to look up to in my youth with a degree of awe, hoping that I’d be able to match his abilities when 
I got to be ‘ his age’. Well a bit of time has passed and and though I’m no longer considered a youth by most measures, I 
can honstly state that the sentiment I had as a youth remains unchanged! It is a pleasure to attach Dick’s name to our 
annual event forevermore referred to as the Dick Harper Ancient Mariner’s Regatta. Fittingly (not that age had anything 
to do with it ) this year’s first place finish was awarded to Ken Tichkowsky and Bill Russell. 

Lastly, I’d like to thank Vern Willet and his Wife Sandy for their efforts in organizing Wednesday night racing thru the 
month of June-an event not typical for our club in the past. There was a lot of positive feedback from the many members 
who participated. 

Hopefully the tradition can be continued either later this summer or next year; stay tuned! 

Frank Kortbeek 
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Clubhouse “Loft” Officially Opens! 
This year’s Commodore’s Sailpast Reception saw the official opening of the newly renovated clubhouse 
“loft”.  The room was packed with 60-80 people, all comfortably mingling in the new environment. 
The opening of the Loft signals the completion of an extensive renovation project that past Commodore 
James Brown and his wife Corinne initiated over four years ago.  The renovation also included upgrades to 
the washrooms and kitchen that were completed earlier. 
Many people have contributed to the project over the years, and the executive would like to thank these peo-
ple for their efforts! 

 

Accomplishments 
 2006 

·  Fund Raised over $170,000 
o CN Sponsorship for Canadian 

Youth Nationals ($40,000) 
o Community Initiatives Program 

(CIP) Grant for Canadian Youth 
Nationals ($21,776) 

o Community Facility Enhancement 
Program (CFEP) Grant ($93,991) 

o Casino Fund ($13,675) 
o Fun Casino Fund Raiser 

· Began construction on washroom and 
kitchen renovations 
  

We would like to specifically 
recognize the following indi-
viduals for their exceptional 
efforts in bringing this new 
vision for the clubhouse to 
fruition – without their perse-
verance; the renovation would 
not have been possible: 

 James and Corinne Brown 
· Project Conception / Co-

ordination 
Wanda Bornn and Bruce Barss 

· Project Conception  
 

Randy & Dree Thompson-
Diamond 

· Fund Raising 
Frank Koortbeek and Judy Town-
send 

· Fund Raising 
John Henoch 

· Architectural Consulting 
Adrian Rootsaert  

· Engineering Consulting 
Neil Dickey 

· Loft Project Coordination 
Bill Russell and KMT Construc-
tion 

· Construction 
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Are you a Racer?  Do you know that, as part of your membership agreement with WSC, you are re-
quired to have insurance that covers you for racing which includes liability? 

A recent experience with a new member has made me think that some of you may be unaware that 
you do not have proper coverage.  If your boat is insured as a rider on your house insurance and 
unless it specifically states that you are covered for racing, you likely do not have adequate cover-
age. 

Please check your policy and/or call your broker.  Each year you sign the membership form which 
states that you have adequate liability insurance. 

Feel free to contact me if you want any more information. 

Peter van Muyden, Membership Chairman 
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 Russel Krause 
 Rear Commodore 

Clubhouse “Loft” cont…. 

Accomplishments 
 
 2007-2008 

· Completed washroom and kitchen 
renovations 

· Modified ramps and entrances to 
washrooms 

· Widened staircase opening 
· Upgraded furnace 
· Re-shingled clubhouse roof 

 2009 
· Insulated loft ceiling 
· Organized volunteer work party to 

finish loft ceiling, walls and lighting 
· Renovations complete! 
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On a more serious note ……  
Over the last month I’ve heard about several “close call” inci-
dents of water safety  with our club members.  In one case, our 
members rescued a member of the public who fell off his boat 
and was seen trolling down the lake, beside his boat, holding 
onto a line. He could not pull himself back into the boat. He was 
alone, had no life jacket or wet suit and was severally hypother-
mic. 

In another case, on a club member’s boat, a mast fell down in a 
gust  and one crew member fell overboard and became sepa-

rated from the boat.  She spent over 90 minutes in the water while the other members “ jury 
rigged “ the boat to get to shore. Finally then they were able to go out and rescue her. 

And last weekend we held the fourth race of the Dick Harper Ancient Mariner’s regatta with a 
very large thunderstorm rolling down the lake.  In hindsight it was probably a mistake as a 
number of boats got caught on the lake and had considerable difficulty getting in safely.  The 
storm proved to be particularly nasty with very high winds, lightning and twenty minutes of 
marble sized hail which turned the entire club grounds into a winter scene.  I actually watched 
three water spouts spiral across the water just a 100 metres behind one member’s catamaran. 

Safety experts will tell you that statistics can prove that with continued “close call” incidents, it’s 
only a matter of time before a serious injury or death will occur. Please, before you go out for a 
day sail and before every race, check the weather all around you.  Do not go out if you see a 
storm approaching.  If you are the Officer of the Day, it is your responsibility to cancel races 
immediately if you see lightning.  A typical lightning strike is 2 million volts and 20,000 amps.  
Think about it. 

Our Hagen-Visman trophy is actually a memorial to two past members who did drown.  One 
occurred on our lake while boating and one occurred at Lake Minnewanka while scuba diving.   

The entire club executive has expressed concerns about the quality of our water safety.  I trust 
we can have your support on this topic.   

Have a safe summer! 

Bob Rose 
Commodore 
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