
Commodore’s Message 
And so another Sailweek comes to an end.  But what a week it was! Tacos, nachos, hot peppers, ice 
cream, hot dogs, spaghetti, pinatas, bocchi 
ball, Wabamun Olympics, scavenger hunt, 
capture the flag, campfire sing song,  Waba-
mun Idol, and of course lots and lots of sail-
ing!  
I would like to congratulate Peter Rausch on 
hosting an absolutely outstanding Sailweek 
this year.  The Mexican theme was brilliant.  
And equally important are the many, many 
club members who quickly volunteered to 
help with all the hundreds of tasks needed to 
make the entire week as successful as it 
was.   Thank you all so much.  Of special 
note is Dan Sorochan who provided compli-
mentary appetizers and desserts for all 
members for the Wednesday night dinner. 

 

Aug 14, 2009 Commodore: Bob Rose 

Dave Harris played a mean set of Mexican 
bagpipes for our opening ceremony this 
year! Peter Rausch poses with him in full 
Mexican regalia!  

The piñatas were a huge hit with the kids! 

Ken Tichkowsky did an excellent job host-
ing the daily cock of the walk awards. 
Ken made sure that every competitor won 
a prize every day.  And some days we had 
over twenty boats in the races! 



 
 
 
Fred Hadley hosted the       
Wabamun Olympics with help 
from his granddaughter Anna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

The kids were as fast as 

ever! 

Mark and John Kortbeek did 
a marvelous job co-hosting 
the kids’ Wabamun Idol tal-
ent show.   



With a near record attendance and fabulous weather, it made for an unforgettable week.  A num-
ber of our new members attended for the first time and were amazed at the sheer number of ac-
tivities and how well they were organized.  They all told me they plan to attend next year!   
 
Looking forward, with still half our season in front of us, August is a quieter month with many Sat-
urday and Sunday series races.   
 
One event of note is the Cheriton Eastward Ho on Saturday August 15th.  If you’ve ever had a de-
sire to race down to the far east end of the lake, this is the event for you. Ross Cheriton, a 45 
year member, started this event many years ago and it has been popular ever since.  It’s a free 
event and if you are new at racing, come on out and have some fun.   
 
Our biggest racing event of the summer is our hosting of the Alberta provincial regatta on the 
September long weekend.  For those members keen to race, this will be the event to attend.  
There will be lots of competition and lots of boats.  The regatta organizing committee is also plan-
ning some fun evening entertainment for the Saturday and Sunday evenings too!   

See you on the water. 
Bob Rose 
Commodore 

As all parent’s know, Sailweek is really for the kids.  Wow, did they ever have a good time!  Sailing 
every day and playing every evening. 
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-submitted by Keith Driver 



PROVINCIALS 2009! 
WSC is the host venue for this year’s 2009 Provincial Alberta Regatta. This is 
your opportunity to make our club proud and show the rest of the province we 
are where it’s at ! A reminder that the regatta is a three day event - Sept 5 thru 
to the 7th. If you are a novice racer this is a great time to mix it up in bigger 
fleets and longer courses. Don’t let the name of the event intimidate you, by 
and large your fellow colleagues are in the same boat with the added disadvan-
tage of being in a foreign port. Aside from the racing the accompanying social 
agenda will keep you hopping! Friday night will consist of a sailing simulator 
where you can test your prowess without getting wet courtesy of Fritz Martens 
in addition to world class sailing shown on the big screen. Saturday night will 
be headlined by the band  

Basic Black and Pearls ( you can check out their web site ) 7 :30 -11 :30pm. 
Sunday your own team ( upick) will be put to the test with 

Rock Band/Guitar Hero – feel free to start practicing now. So ; check out the 
Notice of Race on our website and register early! 

In other racing news, July has been extremely busy. Firstly, I would like to 
thank Bruce Barrs for taking the initiative to organize  our long distance race 
into a pursuit format. Never done that before- its been a while since a laser beat 
me across the line. Congrats to Zak Grove in his I-14 for his first place finish, 
followed by Bob and Hilary Rose and Allen and Pat Bell in their Fireballs. 
Two other regattas took place  during the month including the women’s Merri-
weather regatta during Sailweek and the Sailweek Regatta itself. Great to see 
all those women battling it out on the water- mud restling  

will just have to take a back seat! Congrats to Kate Russell, Marianne Schafe-
nacker and Judy Townsend as top finishers. Our annual Sailweek regatta saw a 
great turnout with classic, less than predictable, shifty, prairie winds. One 
could find oneself going from first to last in the blink of a wind shift. My neck 
still hurts.  Kudos to Stephen Hill, first place and Russel Krause second place 
both in Megabytes followed by yours truly and Judy Townsend in the speedy 
505(also July champions- woo hoo!). Bob and Denis are leading in the overall 
Saturday Series and a pesky 505 in the Sunday Series. 

Lots of sailing left but our summers are short so get out while you can. See 
everyone on the water! 

Frank Kortbeek,  
Fleet Captain 

� ���� ���� ����	��
�� ���� �
�� �� ���	��	��� ����


 �� ��	����� ���� �
���� �������� ��	�� �
� ������� ��

��������������������� !!�"#��$�%&���'(��'���

���)���� *�"�(+%,-�

� � �� .!�"�&�%%���

�+%,-���,'%�)����&���&�+%��(��+/+���01� )2�,�%�',��%/��'�/���
��%&����%�'��3*1�4*56!5**�����'�/��-�%&����%7�-'#�,'�



 
WELL WATER 

 
The Wabamun Sailing Club tests its well water twice a year and our most recent test 

indicates again that our well water is great! 
 

Please be advised that the club executive will no longer reimburse members for the 
purchase of bottled water for any club events. 

 
Let’s use our great water and save the environment! 

 
Thank you. 

A fleet of Fireballs sailing at the Gorge  (Aug 
2008) 
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The August long weekend saw a number of Al-
berta and B.C. Fireballs head south to compete in 
the annual Colombia Gorge One Design Regatta 
(CGOD).  The three day event delivered the big 
conditions that the Gorge is renowned for but 
Frank Crawford and Sean Holmes-Smith were up 
to the task and came up with an exceptional re-
gatta win decided in the final of twelve races. 

With temperatures at near records above 40� C, 
the big winds of over 20knts each day, for several 

races, were a welcome relief and provided for exceptional sailing and racing. Sean and Frank 
started things off with a bang with 2 straight bullets but after that, the racing got closer with multi-
National Champs Jamie Cox and Simon Pearson of Victoria trading wins off for much of the week-
end. Third place was closely contested throughout by Mark Cummings and Evelynn Chisholm of 
Victoria, Debbie Kirkby and Gregg Ferguson of Calgary, and Rupert Homes-Smith and Janice 
Shapka, also from GSC in Calgary. 

After some of the tightest racing in memory, it all came down to the final leg of the final race on the 
third day. In wild gusts towards the finish, Frank and Sean pipped Jamie and Simon at the line for 
the regatta. Debbie and Gregg earned third place by pulling off a third after regaining two of three 
spots lost doing penalty turns at the last leeward mark – this after a win in the second from last race. 
Mark and Evelynn earned fourth while Rupert and Janice pulled off a very respectable fifth place in 
the windy event. 

As good as the racing was, it is the whole experience at CGOD that makes it such an outstanding 
event to attend. The facility at Cascade Locks is fantastic and the site hosts everything from great 
camping, outdoor banquets, endless beer for competitors off the water, and a good beach to launch 
from. Add to it friendly Fireballers from BC, Alberta, Colorado, and Oregon – as well as other dinghy 
and keelboat classes - CGOD is a definite must-sail. 

For more information about next year’s events for Fireballs and many other classes, look up the Co-
lumbia Gorge Racing Association website for dates of CGOD and other exceptional events through-
out the summer. 
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